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Big Lots Bursts At the Seams 
Montgomery Distribution Center Opens New Addition 

 
Montgomery, AL (October 16, 2001) Big Lots (NYSE: BLI), the nation’s largest 
broadline closeout retailer, held a re-grand opening celebration yesterday for 
the company’s newly expanded 1.4 million sq. ft. distribution center — 2855 
Selma Highway in Montgomery. 

 
Mayor Bobby Bright, the Montgomery City Council, the Montgomery Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and other business leaders joined Big Lots CEO Michael 
Potter in celebrating the largest industrial facility in Montgomery. 
 
"The expansion of this facility reflects our growth in the Southeast part of the 
country and is a tremendous opportunity for us to reinvest in our business," 
noted Potter. "It is indicative of the great partnership we have with 
Montgomery and the warm welcome they continue to extend.” 
 
The Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce actively pursued and recruited 
Big Lots to the Montgomery area. "When a large corporation like Big Lots 
increases its capacity, it further solidifies our position in the warehousing and 
distribution market," stated The Chamber's senior vice president of Corporate 
Development, Randy Cordoza. 
 
The $16.5 million expansion added 300,000 sq. ft. and will be utilized for 
logistical and storage purposes. Situated on 127 acres, the distribution center 
opened for business in January 1998 and currently employs over 700 associates. 
The facility serves more than 300 Big Lots stores in the Southeastern United 
States using a state-of-the-art RF (radio frequency) management system on a 
conveyor stretching nearly four miles. 
 
 



Big Lots currently operates 34 retail stores in Alabama including two in 
Montgomery at the Eastmont Plaza and Haysland Square Shopping Center.  

 
About Big Lots 
Big Lots, Inc. (www.biglots.com) is the nation's largest broadline closeout 
retailer with annual revenues exceeding $3 billion. Headquartered in 
Columbus, Ohio, Big Lots operates more than 1,300 retail stores serving 46 
states. Four regional distribution centers throughout the country, ranging in 
size from 1 million to 3 million square feet, provide the company’s stores with 
brand name products from more than 3,000 manufacturers. Big Lots offers 
merchandise at 20 to 40 percent below most discount retailers and up to 70 
percent below conventional retailers. Founded in 1967, the company employs 
more than 40,000 associates across the U.S. By creating excitement with brand 
name closeouts and bargains through a unique shopping experience, Big Lots 
meets the needs of customers by providing an assortment of merchandise 
including consumables, seasonal products, furniture, housewares, toys, and 
gifts. Big Lots, a Fortune 500 company, is currently traded on the New York 
Stock Exchange under the symbol BLI. 
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