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Big Lots Named Among the Top 200 Companies in Ohio 
 

 National retailer is chosen for its commitment to state 
 
Columbus, October 9, 2002 – Big Lots has been ranked among Ohio’s top 200 

performing companies as detailed in a special bicentennial issue of Ohio Business 

magazine. The magazine, published in September, is now available for purchase.  

 

Big Lots, Inc., the nation’s largest broadline closeout retailer, was recognized for its 30-

year commitment to Ohio and the jobs and revenue it creates for the state. Headquartered 

in Columbus, Ohio, the company has annual revenues exceeding $3.4 billion.  

 

“Many Big Lots associates call Ohio home and are pleased to be recognized for this 

award.  We are proud of our history in the state and are honored to be recognized by the 

Ohio Business magazine,” said Michael J. Potter, chairman and CEO of Big Lots. 

 

As a publicly traded company on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE: BLI), Big Lots 

employs over 40,000 associates and has grown to more than 1,350 stores in 45 states. 

The company recently completed its rebranding effort to operate all of its stores under the 

Big Lots name. 

 

“By recognizing the top 200 wealth creators in our state, the Ohio 200 not only identifies 

but celebrates the enterprises that are the strongest engines of growth in the nearly two-

century-old Buckeye State,” says Lute Harmon, Jr., publisher of Ohio Business magazine. 
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# # # 

 

Big Lots, Inc. (www.biglots.com) is the nation's largest broadline closeout retailer with 

annual revenues exceeding $3 billion. Headquartered in Columbus, Ohio, Big Lots 

operates more than 1,350 retail stores serving 45 states. Four regional distribution 

centers throughout the country, ranging in size from 1 million to 3 million square feet, 

provide the company’s stores with brand name products from more than 3,000 

manufacturers. Big Lots offers merchandise at 20 to 40 percent below most discount 

retailers and up to 70 percent below conventional retailers. Founded in 1967, the 

company employs more than 40,000 associates across the U.S. By creating excitement 

with brand name closeouts and bargains through a unique shopping experience, Big 

Lots meets the needs of customers by providing an assortment of merchandise 

including consumables, seasonal products, furniture, housewares, toys, and gifts. Big 

Lots is traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol BLI. 
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